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Riverside Town Hall was a place of merriment and joy as families picked up toys from the Riverside Toys for 
Kids program. From left are Riverside Mayor Rusty Jessup, water department clerk Tammy Dorough, Riverside 
Councilman Jimmy Hollander, town clerk Rhonda Martin, and building inspector Ken Gedgoudas.

By Elsie Hodnett
Home staff writer

 Riverside Town Hall was 
filled with toys ready to go 
under the Christmas tree for 
children in the Riverside Toys 
for Kids program.

“We have an open house the 
day we give out the toys,” said 
Riverside Mayor Rusty Jessup. 
“It is a day for everyone to 
come to Riverside Town Hall 
and relax and enjoy friends, fun, 
and food. We have snacks and 
Christmas music playing all day 
long.”

Jessup said the town employ-
ees look forward to the open 
house each year.

“It is like an all day Christmas 
party for us,” he said. “This day 
reminds us all of how great a 
place Riverside is to live in and 
be a part of.”

Jessup said he wanted to 
thank the community for their 
support of the Toys for Kids 
program and the town employ-

ees.
“We greatly appreciate all the 

citizens of Riverside that care 
about their public servants,” 
he said. “They have brought 
us food and also donated to 
the Toys for Kids effort. We 
want to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas.”

Town Clerk Rhonda Martin 
said she is always pleased by 
the generosity of Riverside resi-
dents.

“We have great support from 
the residents, local merchants, 
and local organizations that all 
donate to the Toys for Kids pro-
gram,” she said. “And the road-
blocks we do to raise money for 
Toys for Kids are always fun as 
well.”

Martin said both local and 
non-local residents donate at the 
roadblocks.

“The Christmas spirit comes 
alive,” she said. “Christmas is 
helping children and giving to 
others. It is great to know that 
so many children will have a 

brighter Christmas because of 
what we did.”

Martin said she has been 
involved in the Toys for Kids 
program for 13 years.

“It gets bigger and better 
every year,” she said. “And we 
get to help more children each 
year.”

Riverside Councilman Steven 
Allen said he looks forward to 
this each year.

“The best part is seeing 
people get the help they need 
at Christmas time,” he said. “I 
enjoy this every year.”

Riverside Councilman Jimmy 
Hollander said about $7,200 was 
raised for the Toys for Kids pro-
gram this year.

“We are providing 86 chil-
dren with Christmas,” he said. 
“Each child receives three out-
fits (shirts and pants), a pair 
of shoes, three toys of their 
choice, and stocking stuffers. 
We also have 25 $50 gift certifi-
cates to local grocery stores for 
Christmas dinner.”

Hollander said eight people 
helped shop for the toys Tuesday 
night.

“We went back again 
Wednesday morning and fin-
ished the shopping,” he said. 
“Then we had to put together 20 
bicycles for children who had 
requested them.”

Hollander said he is thankful 
for the community support.

“This is my Christmas,” he 
said. “It is gratifying to make 
sure everyone here has a good 
Christmas and all the children 
are taken care of. The commu-
nity of Riverside can be very 
proud of the way they have 
supported the Toys for Kids pro-
gram. The community helped 
ensure all the children have a 
great Christmas.”

Riverside delivers Toys for Kids

'Get Organized!' —  local educator 
wrote book on time management

By Brandon Fincher
Home staff writer

Dr. Frank Buck stays busy 
as the curriculum and special 
education supervisor with the 
Talladega City Schools.

Despite the large amount of 
time his job takes, he still found 
the time to write a book. 

With all the constraints on 
his time, what else could he 
write about except a subject he 
knows a great deal about, time 
management.

Titled “Get Organized! 
Time Management for School 
Leaders,” it provides a system 
for teachers and administrators 
in education to be productive in 
a world of growing demands.

“This is 26 years in education 
for me, and during that time, 
the same problems keep com-
ing back whether it was 1982 
or 2002 or 2007, I just don’t 
have enough time. Time is the 
enemy,” Buck said.

With all the advances in tech-
nology, jobs have been made 
easier, but on the other side of 
the coin, more is expected from 
the person in the job.

 “(The book) is a very nuts 
and bolts approach designed to 
help people manage their time 
and help people get organized,” 
Buck said.

Buck said, like many people, 
he had wanted to write a book 

for a number of years. “Probably 
everybody at one time or anoth-
er has thought about writing a 
book,” Buck said. 

“Two-thirds of the world has 
in the bottom desk drawer five 
pages of the great American 
novel.”

His motivation came when 
Bob Sickles, the president and 
publisher of Eye on Education, 
read an article Buck had con-
tributed to Principal Magazine, 
checked out Buck’s Web log 
and asked Buck if he had ever 
thought about writing a book. A 
year later, Buck’s book is hot off 
the presses.

Buck said, “It’s a 2008 copy-
right, but it actually has been 
available for sale for the past 
couple of weeks.”

According to Buck, the most 
gratifying parts of the experi-
ence was seeing all of the sup-
port staff come together to work 
out the details of the book, and 
of course, being able to hold the 
finished product in his hands.

“The big thing is being able 
to make a difference for peo-
ple I’ve never met,” Buck said. 
“There’ll be people that buy this 
book and get things out of it that 
hopefully will change their lives 
for the better that I may never 
meet.”

Buck said the scenarios in the 
book are school scenarios but 
can be used in any profession. 

“Whereas so many time man-
agement books are just a smor-
gasbord of little ideas, this is a 
comprehensive system,” Buck 
said.

To purchase Buck’s book, 
people can check out the Eye 
on Education Web site at www.
eyeoneducation.com and look 
under the “What’s New” link, or 
go to Buck’s Web log at www.
frankbuck.blogspot.com and 
follow the link “Order a copy of 
Get Organized!”

State Department of Homeland
Security recognizes local EMA

Alabama Homeland Security 
Director Jim Walker has sent a 
letter commending the Talladega 
County Emergency Management 
Agency for their exemplary han-
dling of federal homeland secu-
rity funding.

“There are a few areas of 
your program which are notably 
superior,” Walker wrote. “You 
have done an excellent job in 
the administration of grant by 
sustaining an organized filing 
system and an efficient account-
ing system. In addition, you have 
established a great property man-
agement system and have been 
consistent in project implementa-

tion and progress. All Homeland 
Security equipment was prop-
erly labeled with the Homeland 
Security decal.”

Walker added “There were no 
minor or significant findings. This 
is an outstanding accomplishment 
and is extremely commendable.”

Walker’s observations were 
based a site visit last month by 
Robert Thomas.

Talladega County EMA 
Director Nelson Bates said the let-
ter was “due solely to the efforts 
of my staff. They’re the ones that 
need to get all the credit.”

— Chris Norwood

Catalytic converter
thieves frightened off by
car owner Thursday

By Chris Norwood
Home staff writer

Talladega Police are looking 
for two men who were caught 
trying to steal a catalytic con-
verter by their would-be vic-
tim.

The victim was asleep at 
his residence on Lawler Circle 
about 11 p.m. Thursday when 
his dog began barking. When he 
woke up and looked outside, he 
saw two individuals trying to do 
something to his car, according 
to Talladega Police Chief Alan 
Watson.

The victim frightened the 
suspects away. They dropped 
their tools, ran up the street 
and fled in a light blue pickup 
trick with a Talladega County 
license tag. 

When the victim checked his 
vehicle, he found that the muf-
fler had been sawed off, Watson 
said.

The city has dealt with at 
least two previous waves of 
catalytic converter theft, in the 
summer of 2005 and last spring. 
There is no consensus on why 
thieves might want to go to the 
trouble of stealing the devices, 
although the most popular theo-
ries are that they can be used as 
filtration devices in clandestine 
methamphetamine labs or that 
they are being sold for scrap 
platinum.

Anyone with information on 
this incident should contact the 
Talladega Police Department at 
256-362-4162 or call the anony-
mous tip line at 256-299-2114.

County may move 
voting location

Talladega County wants to 
move the Beat 2, Box 2 vot-
ing location in Lincoln from 
the Fire Station to the old High 
School Gym for better access, 
more parking and accommoda-
tions for voters and poll work-
ers. The distance between the 
two places is less than a half 
mile.

A public hearing on the 
proposed relocation of the vot-
ing site for will be held Jan. 
14, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Talladega County Courthouse. 
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DEADLINES
PUBLICATION        DEADLINE         TIME
Tues., Dec. 18         Wed., Dec. 12             5:00  p.m.
Wed., Dec. 19         Thurs., Dec. 13           12 noon
Thurs., Dec. 20         Thurs., Dec. 13           3:00  p.m.
Fri., Dec. 21         Thurs., Dec. 13        5:00  p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22         Fri., Dec. 14      10:00 a.m.
Sun., Dec. 23         Fri., Dec. 14      12 noon
Tues., Dec. 25         MERRY CHRISTMAS
Wed, Dec. 26         Fri., Dec. 14      12 noon
Thurs., Dec. 27         Wed., Dec. 26       9:00  a.m. 
Fri., Dec. 28         Wed., Dec. 26      12 noon
Sat., Dec. 29         Wed., Dec. 26        3:00  p.m.
Sun, Dec. 30          Wed., Dec. 26             10:00 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 1         Wed., Dec. 26        12 noon
Wed., Jan. 2         Thurs., Dec. 27        12 noon

COOSA MARKETPLACE & 
HOMETOWN MARKETPLACE PUBLICATIONS

ST. CLAIR TIMES PUBLICATION

Wed., Dec. 19           Wed., Dec. 12             5:00 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 26           Tues., Dec. 18        12 noon
Wed., Jan. 2              Wed., Dec. 26       12 noon

Thurs., Dec. 20          Fri., Dec. 14              10:00 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 27          Wed., Dec. 19        12 noon
Thurs., Jan. 3            Wed., Dec. 26       12 noon
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ON-LINE NOW!
GO TO

WWW.DAILYHOME.COM/DIRECTORY
TO CHECK OUT THESE

BUSINESSES.

To Advertise In The Northeast Alabama
Business Directory Call 256-362-1000 Today

AUTO SALES
Billy Bailey Auto Sales
Family Nissan

BAIL BONDING
Speedy Bail Bonding

CHURCHES
BridgeWay Christian Center

COMMUNITY SERVICES
The Spirit of Anniston

CREDIT UNIONS
Alabama Teachers Credit
Union

FLORIST

D&D Gifts and Florist
D&D Gifts and Florist
Fantasia Designs and 
Teddy Bear Stuffers

FUNERAL HOMES
Ervin Funeral Chapel

HOME REMODELING

GIFTS AND 
COLLECTIBLES

Nana’s Gift Shop

Special
Day Gifts
A Division of Ideas Plus, LLC

835-7050
Where everyday is a special day!

This coupon is good for 10% discount 
on your entire purchase.

Gifts selection includes gifts for..

Baby
Wedding
Secret Pal
Anniversary
House Warming
Hostess
Birthday

Valentine’s Day
Easter
Mother’s Day
Father’s Day
Friendship
Treat Yourself
And Many More

Hurry in offer 

expires soon!

Located in the Daphne Plaza next to Changes 
Salon 919 Snow St. Suite F, Oxford AL 36203

Not good on sale items, clearance, or in combination with another discount.

Accurate Reliable Construction

NURSERY AND 
LANDSCAPING

The Morning Sun Landscaping 
& Nursery

PET CARE
Head to Tail Pet Care

SKILLED NURSING 
SERVICES
Jacksonville Health & 
Rehabilitation

SPAS
Spa Lillie

TAX PROFESSIONALS
American Income Tax
Service
F.A.S.T. Income Tax

TREE SERVICES
Fred’s Tree Service

VETERINARY SERVICES
Animal Medical Center

19
74

38

MILLER’S BBQ
405 Ft. Lashley, Talladega

IS HOSTING A

FUND RAISER
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 (ALL DAY)

for the
TALLADEGA HIGH SCHOOL 

MARCHING BAND

Thank you Mr. Miller and the Citizens of Talladega 
for your participation and support!

Donnie Miller is donating a percentage of his total sales 
Saturday, December 22 to the Talladega High School Band. 

Parents and the public are urged to come and help support the 
band by ordering your lunch or dinner.

217026

Open
CHRISTMAS

Eve & Day

12175 Stemley Rd.
Lincoln

205-763-0892

210001

COACHES
NEEDED

21
00

07

For Talladega 
Youth Baseball 

- Ages 7-12
Send name, address, 
phone number & age 
group you would like 

to coach to
TALLADEGA 
CAL RIPKEN

220 Magnolia Crest Est.
Talladega, AL 35160

Deadline January 7, 2008


