School system
should be
proud of Buck

~ What education experts are calling “the technology divide” is
becoming more and more of a problem for many rural school sys-
tems across the country. s ;

The term is used to describe the vast differences between many
school systems, especially between poorer and wealthier regions,
in how much information technology — mostly modern computers
and software — students have access 10 and get to train with.

It an especially important issue because such technology is no
longer just a luxury in this country, but an absolute necessity in
nearly every level of employment and post-secondary education.

‘As a shining example of how one person can make a differ-
ence, thanks to Dr. Frank Buck, that gap is not s wide for students
attending Talladega city schools.

Buck, who serves as the school system’s curriculum and spe-
cial education coordinator, was presented Wednesday with the
2007 Marbury Technology Innovation award during the Alabama
Education Technology Conference in Birmingham by State Schools
Superintendent Dr. Joe Morton. fy ﬁ

The Marbury award is the highest honor of its kind in the state.

~ According to award rules, recipients “must show a passion, dedi-
cation and vested interest in technology innovations and bringing
them into schools from one state to another.” e

District technology coordinator John Locklin said he nominated
Buck because of a host of accomplishments, ranging from bring-
ing computers and the Internet into classrooms here to putting the
Accelerated Reader program online, automating libraries and help-
ing create electronic grade books for teachers.

Buck has worked hard for years now to help Talladega city

, schools not just keep up with other systems, but to actually stay
ahead of the curve when it comes to technology.

The Marbury Award and Buck’s actions that earned him the
honor are something our schools here — and really the entire city
— should be proud of. s '

~ And even with all his accomplishments to date, Buck is still
looking ahead — looking for a bright future for our students — and
is hoping to bring in electronic whiteboards, an interactive screen
teachers use that is the new millennium’s answer to the chalk-
Talladega city schools are lucky to have someone like Frank
Buck helping them lead the way for other school systems to fol-
low. : '



